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We are what we repeatedly 
do.  Excellence is not an 

accident…it’s a habit. 

 ~ Aristotle 
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Executive  

Director’s Message 

"Neque porro quisquam est qui dolorem ipsum 

quia dolor sit amet, consectetur, adipisci velit..." 

"There is no one who loves pain itself, who seeks 

after it and wants to have it, simply because it is 

pain..."  

~Cicero 

 

Poverty. Human suffering. Inequality. Hunger. Hopelessness.  All these words are ugly, and the 

despair they portray is a daily companion for half our planet or more. That is the bad news. 

The good news is two-fold.  You, women and men of goodwill, are supporting the life-saving 

work of ADRA Canada.  Together, we are creating positive, lasting change in communities and 

lives, bringing hope and opportunity where previously there was pain and suffering.  

The report before you touches some of the highlights you have made possible. I hope it also 

conveys a sense of the joy and thankfulness of the individuals and communities you have 

helped. Time and again a villager in Africa, the America’s or Asia will come up to me and tell me 

“thank you” for the changes experienced as a result of participation in an ADRA project. So 

please let these pages be a message to you, our supporter, of their and ADRA Canada’s heartfelt 

appreciation for your prayers and donations. 

Together we are turning despair into hope and bringing smiles to thousands. 

 

Thank you! 

 

James Astleford | Executive Director 
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Our Mission: 

ADRA Canada works with people in 

poverty and distress to create just 

and positive change through 

empowering partnerships and 

responsible action. 
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Vision without action is merely a dream.  Action without vision 
just passes the time.  Vision with action can change the world. ~ 

Joel Barker 
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Be the change you want to see in the world. 
~ Mohandas Gandhi 

Report on Fundraising 

 

Disaster and Famine Relief Offering  

The Disaster and Famine Relief Offering is 

taken-up by Seventh-day Adventists churches 

on the second Sabbath of May, every year.  

The funds raised provide ADRA Canada the 

ability to respond immediately in times of 

crisis; providing things like: clean water, food, 

cooking utensils, baby supplies, clothing, and 

temporary shelters. 

Inner City Offering 

The Inner City Offering (ICO) is taken-up annually by Seventh-day 

Adventist churches on the second Sabbath of December. 

ICO funds remain in Canada and are used to reach out to the homeless as well as families and 

individuals struggling with financial hardships, depression, unplanned pregnancy, or an abusive 

relationship.   

Really Useful Gift Catalogue 

The ADRA Canada Really Useful Gift Catalogue is released 

annually prior to the Christmas shopping season.  Gifts are 

available year round and make excellent presents for 

weddings, anniversaries, birthdays or “just because.”  

Each gift features a specific item that can be purchased to 

support an ADRA Canada project and comes with a keepsake 

card (upon request) that can be presented in lieu of a 

present. 

ADRA Annual Appeal 

The ADRA Appeal, run from Sept – Dec of each year, dates 

back to the early tradition of in-gathering, where supporters 

of ADRA visit with friends and neighbours sharing about the 

works of ADRA and encouraging their support.   

Many churches and groups will also run fundraisers including 

bake sales, garage sales, or concerts, with all proceeds going 

to support the appeal.    
Alpaca Blankets - $15 www.adra.ca/giftcatalogue 
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ADRA Connections 

ADRA Connections, dubbed “Trips with Purpose,” is a 

program that offers individuals unique opportunities to 

experience ADRA’s humanitarian work on short-term 

trips.  As they travel into rural communities where ADRA is 

working to improve lives, participants are encouraged to 

get involved in activities designed to empower 

communities, protect children, and educate care-givers.   

In its inaugural year, ADRA Connections traveled to Peru, 

St. Lucia, Thailand, Cambodia and several south Caribbean 

islands.  Connections trip participants assisted with a 

number of development projects, funded in part through donations to the Connections program 

and gifts purchased through the Really Useful Gift Catalogue. 

Projects included: 

 Construction of a dormitory for an agricultural training facility that provides housing for 

rural farmers so they can attend training to improve their farming skills 

 Repair and construction of a community water cistern that had sustained damage 

during a hurricane 

 Provision of educational supplies for an orphanage  

 Support of a feeding program for the homeless 

 Support of a home for disadvantaged and “at-risk” youth 

 Support of ADRA Cambodia community development programming 

 Packaging and distribution of Emergency Food Kits for farmers and families who lost 

their food crops to flooding 

To join an upcoming ADRA Connections trip visit http://connections.adra.ca or call 1-888-274-2372  

What do participants have to say? 

“My trip has definitely changed my perception of the 
world. It was the first mission trip that I have ever been on 
and I know that it will not be my last.” 

“My prayers for ADRA have increased. I am praying for 
ADRA workers… more now because I have seen the 
challenges and decisions that they face.” 

 “I was very happy to see where the money people donate 
to ADRA is going and the benefits it has on the 
communities where ADRA is working.” 

 

http://connections.adra.ca/


5 | P a g e  

If you think you are too small to make a 
difference, try spending a night in a closed 

room with a mosquito. ~ African Proverb 
Your Donations at Work 

ADRA Canada is one of over 120 offices in a worldwide ADRA network.  Together this global 

network of offices provided development assistance in 2011/2012 to more than 30 million 

individuals through food and agriculture, health services, water, training for livelihoods, and 

literacy and education projects.   

Through the support of generous donors and program partners (see page 9), ADRA Canada 

provides funding for international development projects, emergency response initiatives, and 

national projects.  Projects focus on one or more of our six sectors of development and relief. 

Beneficiaries are selected based on specific criteria, without regard for ethnicity, religion or 

political affiliation, and are generally the most economically and socially marginalized individuals 

or households in a community. 

Six Sectors of Development & Relief 

ADRA Canada strongly believes in the respect for and stewardship of nature’s resources, not just 

for nature’s sake, but more so for humanity’s sake.   In working to relieve poverty, increase self-

reliance and promote just social relationships, ADRA Canada ensures that its project activities do 

not compromise environmental sustainability.  ADRA Canada believes that we owe it to God, to 

ourselves, to our children, and to our children’s children, to ensure that this planet we live in is 

managed responsibly: 

Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so that they may rule over 

the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the wild animals,[a] and over 

all the creatures that move along the ground.” Genesis 1:26 

“According to some estimates, women represent 70 percent of the world’s poor. They are often 

paid less than men for their work, with the average wage gap in 2008 being 17 percent. Women 

face persistent discrimination when they apply for credit for business or self-employment and 

are often concentrated in insecure, unsafe and low-wage work. Eight out of ten women workers 

are considered to be in vulnerable employment in sub-Saharan Africa and South Asia, with 

global economic changes taking a huge toll on their livelihoods.”   

(Source:http://www.unifem.org/gender_issues/women_poverty_economics/) 

ADRA Canada recognizes the important role of women.  Investing in women leads to healthier 

families and communities.   

Water & 
Sanitation 

Food 
Security 

Education Health 
Income 

Generation 
Emergency 
Response 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+1%3A26&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26a
http://www.unifem.org/gender_issues/women_poverty_economics/
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Emergency Response 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*based on reported numbers  

30 Emergency 

Responses in 17 
countries, directly 

benefitting 

*839,461 

individuals 
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National Projects 

ADRA Canada’s National Projects address needs at the community level by supporting a wide 

range of projects in Canada. Thousands of volunteers implement projects nationwide. ADRA 

Canada strives to alleviate poverty with a focus on the following five initiatives:  

 Community Services 

 Health 

 Youth 

 First Nations 

 Emergency Response  

  

Region 2011  
Projects 

2011  
Beneficiaries 

Alberta 7 1,909 

British Columbia 13 8,613 

Manitoba 
/Saskatchewan 

4 10,080 

Maritimes 9 30,268 

Newfoundland & 
Labrador 

3 129 

Ontario 39 26,562 

Quebec 3 7,266 

TOTAL 78 214,633 
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*102,917 

Direct Beneficiaries 

through 

International 

Development 

Projects 

*2,370,304 

Indirect Beneficiaries 

through 

International 

Development 

Projects 

ADRA 

Canada 

touches lives 

worldwide 

International Program  

In 2011, your support enabled ADRA Canada to successfully 

complete a five year program that helped families, individuals, and 

communities in Cambodia, Laos, Mongolia, Kenya and Togo.  This 

programming was funded in part by the Canadian International 

Development Agency (CIDA). 

 
Primary Health: Over the course of the program, awareness and 

knowledge surrounding issues related to HIV, AIDS, smoking, and disabilities 

significantly increased. Basic health education led to improved sanitation and 

hygiene conditions in many communities. These efforts have translated into 

important behavioral changes that have improved quality of life for target 

populations and their surrounding societies. In Cambodia, a national survey 

showed that tobacco consumption is declining. In Kenya, the physically disabled are 

enjoying better quality of life as a result of increased access to clinics and life changing 

therapeutic treatments.  

Basic Education: Participants from Mongolia, Togo and Kenya, especially women, showed 

improvement in literacy and education.  In Kenya and Mongolia, numerous out-of-school 

children were reintegrated into the school system. Similarly, adult education in all three 

countries increased the ability of target groups to engage in economically productive activities. 

Women in particular have been empowered to believe in their ability to improve their lives and 

those of their families. 

Food Security: Target groups have increased their capacity to provide food for their families. 

Beneficiaries have gained information on agricultural techniques that both improve their yields 

and have less negative impacts on the environment. In Mongolia, better equipment and 

knowledge on food preservation has enabled cooperative members and their families to eat 

more frequently and to have more disposable income. Women’s committees in Togo have 

focused on agricultural production both as a means of subsistence and to generate crucial 

income for their families. The uncertainty related to harsh weather conditions and market 

fluctuations has been mitigated in both countries through the introductions of appropriate 

agricultural practices and tools. 

Partner capacity development: This component of a project results in stronger and more active 

partnerships, primarily between ADRA Canada and its implementing ADRA offices in the areas of 

results-oriented planning and reporting, gender equality, program implementation, monitoring 

and evaluation, strategic planning, and overall human resource strengthening.  Staff from all 

country offices had the opportunity to receive training that has increased their efficiency and 

motivation at work. Staff from all offices had the opportunity to meet and exchange ideas this 

year at the ADRA network gender equality workshop in Bangkok.   

*Reported beneficiaries of 

active projects in 2011 

 



9 | P a g e  

Program Partners and Memberships 

 

Program Partners provide financial and/or technical support to ADRA Canada for the 

implementation of projects, the main goal being help women and men change their lives in a 

positive and sustainable way.  ADRA Canada is usually required to raise a portion of the funding 

for the approved projects, while the Program Partner provides the remaining funds.   

Memberships provide ADRA Canada with access to valuable expertise, additional funding 

opportunities, and participation in forums regarding the non-profit industry.  Membership is 

only granted to those agencies that meet with specific requirements and have a reputation for 

excellence in their industry.  ADRA is proud to be a member of various alliances committed to 

changing lives.  

 

ADRA Canada’s current memberships include: 

 

 

      

Policy Action Group on Emergency Response (PAGER) 

 

ADRA Canada’s current partners are:  

 

  

 

The Glassco Foundation  | Hinks Dellcrest |  

ADRA Canada is accredited by the Better Business Bureau of Canada and a certified member of 

the Canadian Council of Christian Charities. 
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83% 

9% 
8% 

Use of Funds 

Beneficiary Support Project Support Services Resource Gathering & Communications

41% 

25% 

12% 

11% 

5% 4% 1% 1% 

Program Expenses 

International Development Projects

Emergency Response

Program Support Services

CIDA Programs

Volunteer Programs

National Programs

Development Education

Training & Capacity Building

5% 
13% 

21% 
61% 

Project Expenditure by Region 

North America Central & South Americas Asia & Oceana Africa

Your Gifts At Work 
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Let your light shine before men, that they 
may see your good deeds and praise your 

Father in heaven. Matthew 5:16 

Summarized Statement of 

Revenue & Expenditures 

 

ADRA is Proud to be your hands and feet on the ground and to 

represent your collective compassion. 

Canadian Charity Registration #13205 6813 RR0001 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUMMARIZED STATEMENT OF REVENUE AND EXPENDITURES 
Year ended March 31, 2011, with comparative figures for 2010 (in thousands of dollars) 

  

  2012 2011 ASSETS  

     Revenue     Current assets 
Unrestricted revenue $1,722 $1,662 Cash and short-term investment 

Restricted revenue used $3,189 $1,841 Other current assets 

Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA) $788 $1,459  

Investment and other $191 $217 Investments 

Total revenue $5,890 $5,179 Capital assets 

    Total assets 

EXPENDITURES    

International Programs $4,618 $4,230 LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS 

National Programs $215 $202 Current liabilities 

Volunteer Programs $258 $73 Accounts payable and other accrued liabilities 

Fund raising $480 $511 Deferred income 

Adminstration $565 $674 Deferred contributions 

Total expenditures $6,136 $5,690  

Excess of revenue over expenses $(246) $(511) Net assets 
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Statement of Financial Position 

 

SUMMARIZED STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION  
Year ended March 31, 2011, with comparative figures for 2010 (in thousands of dollars) 

  

  2012 2011 

     ASSETS      

Current assets     
Cash and short-term investment $6,189 $6,071 

Other current assets $611 $314 

Investments $2,032 $1,708 

Capital assets $83 $89 

Total assets $8,915 $8,182 

 
     LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS   

Current liabilities   

Accounts payable and other accrued liabilities $129 $98 

Deferred income $71 - 

Deferred contributions $2,501 $1,624 

 
Net assets   

Unrestricted $3,481 $3,721 

Internally restricted $2,650 $2,650 

Invested in capital assets $83 $89 

Total liabilities and net assets $8,915 $8,182 

 

To request a copy of ADRA Canada’s audited financial statement please call 1-888-274-2372 or 

email pr@adra.ca. 

  

mailto:pr@adra.ca
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If charity costs nothing, the world would be 
full of philanthropists. ~ Jewish Proverb 

Contact 

 
Contact Information 

Mailing Address 
1148 King St E 

Oshawa ON L1H 1H8 

Phone 905-433-8004 

Fax 905-723-1903 

Toll-free 1-888-274-2372 

Website www.adra.ca 

 
 Administration 

Executive Director: James Astleford 
Finance Director: Stephen Keys 
Program Director:  Analynn Bruce 
Donor Relations Director:  Michelle Oetman 

 
 Board of Directors 

  Chair:  Dragan Stojanovic 

Vice-Chair:  Mark Johnson 
 

Members: 

Nilton Amorim Christine Hwang 

Ed Dunn Grace Mackintosh 

Hether Fankhauser John Ramsay 

Linda Flowers Ann Stickle 

John Fournier Ken Wiebe 

Brian Hawes Gaileen Woytko 

  

  

  

http://www.adra.ca/
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