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Message
from our Executive Director
Dear Supporter,

The theme I want to share with you in this report is celebration. In the face of daunting and protracted 
challenges, we often forget to pause and celebrate the positive changes that have been achieved. 

One ongoing challenge that ADRA is facing is the burgeoning refugee crisis. The year 2015 saw the high-
est number of refugees in the world, and that number continues to grow. ADRA has long been involved in 
meeting the needs of refugees, and we continue to do so.

There have been other challenges this year, as well. Natural disasters have disrupted the lives and liveli-
hoods of millions. Grinding poverty, poor health, and lack of education and opportunities have locked 
millions in a discouraging cycle.

In the last year, we have successfully met these challenges together with creative, timely, and effective 
measures. Let’s now pause together and look back on what we have achieved. There is much to learn and 
most certainly much to celebrate.

This celebration is an opportunity for me to express my appreciation to you. Our story of our partnership is 
told in the program pages and illustrated in the financial reports.

ADRA Canada is a part of the worldwide network of Adventist Development and Relief Agencies in over a 
hundred countries. We work to build empowering partnerships for communities and individuals. Millions 
of people benefit every year as we address concerns stemming from poverty and disaster.

ADRA staffers and volunteers around the world cooperate to tackle the challenges of poverty, disability 
and injustice. Positive change brings new hope to individuals and communities.

I hope in these pages you find much to celebrate. Those of us on the ADRA Canada team certainly rejoice 
while at the same time we are humbled by the partnership of communities in poverty and distress who 
teach us so much. We equally value your support which makes our ministry possible.

With heartfelt appreciation,

James Astleford
Executive Director
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Displaced mother and baby 
from Mosul, Iraq.
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ADRA believes that we are all called to do the will of God on earth.  Each day 
provides new opportunities for service. Through acts of kindness each one of us may 
demonstrate the just, merciful, and loving character of God. 
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“No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in 
us and his love is made complete in us.” 1 John 4:12 

ADRA Believes
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ADRA works with people in poverty and distress to create just 
and positive change through empowering partnerships and re-
sponsible action.
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ADRA is a professional, learning, and efficient network that em-
bodies integrity and transparency.  ADRA reaches across bound-
aries, empowering and speaking out for the at-risk and forgotten 
to achieve measurable, documented, and durable changes in lives 
and society.

Our Mission

Our Vision
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IRAQ
Displaced People Assistance
Winter Clothes Distribution
Shelter Assistance

SIERRA 
LEONE
Ebola Emergency 
Response Project

LIBERIA
Ebola Emergency 
Response Project

SOUTH 
SUDAN
Emergency Food
Assistance

BURUNDI
Emergency Response 
for Returning 
Refugees ZAMBIA

Community Development 
Program

RWANDA
Nutrition, Agriculture, 
Mother and Child Health, 
and Refugee Assistance

KENYA
Agriculture and 
Nutrition

SOMALIA
Drought Relief, 
Food and Water

NEPAL
Emergency 
Response 
after 
Earthquake

AFGHANISTAN
Emergency Earthquake Response

MYANMAR
Displaced People 
Assistance, Mother 
and Child Health, and 
Emergency Flood Response

CAMBODIA
Mother and Child Health, 
Agriculture and Nutrition

MONGOLIA
Economic Development, 
Agriculture and Nutrition

LAOS
Nutrition, Water, Sanitation, and 
Community Development      

PHILIPPINES
Mother and Child Health, 
Economic Development after 
Haiyan 

VANUATU
Cyclone Pam 
Response 

FIJI
Cyclone Winston 
Response 

PERU
Winter Coat
Distribution and Eco 
Stove Construction

BOLIVIA 
Health Education

Development: 
Improving lives

Relief: 
Saving lives

Canadian Projects: 
Improving lives at home

CANADA
B.C. Wildfi re 
Response

Syrian Refugee 
Assistance

UKRAINE
PTSD Counselling, Food 
and Shelter

SLOVENIA
Refugee Assistance

BOSNIA
Flood Response

GREECE
Refugee Assistance

LEBANON
Education for Refugee
Children
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At first glance, Raisan seems like any other school-aged child in Lebanon. However, her story is far from 
average.  When the violence in Syria came too close for comfort, Raisan and her family fled to safety in 
Lebanon. In Syria, they had a comfortable life. But in Lebanon, where the cost of living is much higher, life 
became much harder.  A major difficulty for Raisan was continuing her education. The influx of refugee chil-
dren had over-taxed the Lebanese school system long before she and her family arrived.

ADRA has been providing food, shelter assistance, and other aid to Syrian refugees for several years. As the 
educational needs of refugee children continued to be unmet, ADRA responded by opening the Commu-
nity Initiative for Syrian Children to Access Education (CISCAE) school for refugee children with the help of 
generous donors and the Canadian government.  

All 120 of the students, as well as those on the long waiting list, are Syrian refugees. Their teachers are also 
refugees. 

Raisan is a student at the school. “I enjoy going to the ADRA school,” Raisan says. “I like everything that I am 
learning in the school. It is my dream to grow up and be successful. I want to finish school and one day become a 
doctor so I can help sick people get better.” 

Raisan dreams of rising above her present difficulties and making a difference in this world. Because of your 
kind generosity, we have hope that she will. You have made education and the opportunities it provides 
available not only to Raisan but to many other students like her.

Syrian 
      Conflict       

• The conflict in Syria erupted in March 
2011. It is still ongoing. 

• The fighting has displaced over seven 
million people from their homes. 

• Over four million refugees have fled to 
safety. Many face difficulties, living in 
limbo, as they wait for peace to return. 

• ADRA has been meeting the needs of 
Syrian refugees for the last three years, 
both in Syria and in neighbouring coun-
tries.
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Refugee Dreams
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In places like rural Cambodia, pregnancy, childbirth, and childhood are fraught with danger. Health care 
is not always easily accessible. The links between health, nutrition, hygiene, and sanitation are not well 
known. Many children are malnourished and suffer from chronic diarrhea. Many mothers and children die 
from causes that are easily prevented.   

Soun, her husband Yeng, and their three children were living in a difficult situation. Their closest source of 
water was one kilometre away. Soun had to walk there multiple times a day to fetch enough water for her 
family’s daily needs. Even so, there was no guarantee that the water safe. To make matters worse, the only 
“washroom” they had access to was anywhere outside where they could find privacy. 

When Soun was invited to join the ADRA project, she was eager to begin. She wanted to learn all that ADRA 
had to teach her about health, nutrition, hygiene, and sanitation. She learned to garden and now she grows 
enough vegetables for her family; they no longer have to buy the expensive ones in the market. Soun was 
overjoyed to learn that her family would receive not only a latrine, but also a well. Now her family has a safe 
and sanitary washroom, and she no longer has to walk several kilometres a day to fetch water. These simple 
measures have been life-changing for Soun and her family.

With your compassionate support, ADRA has successfully implemented MNCH programs in countries like 
Cambodia, Laos and Rwanda. Now we are scaling up our work to have an even greater impact. 

With the generosity of our supporters, combined with our partnerships with the Canadian government and 
other humanitarian agencies, we have begun two new MNCH projects that will enable us to save even more 
mothers and children in the Philippines, Myanmar, Cambodia, and Rwanda. 

MNCH 
• Maternal, Newborn and Child Health aims to 

save mothers and children from preventable 
deaths. 

• Approximately 830 women die per year from 
preventable causes related to pregnancy and 
childbirth, according to the World Health 
Organization. 

• Nearly half of all deaths of children under five 
years old are linked to malnutrition (UNICEF). 

• ADRA’s MNCH programs will save lives 
through nutrition education, gardening 
training, access to clean water, installation of 
latrines, and the building of maternity wards, 
among other activities.
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Mother and Child
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Bishnu is a builder. He has built about 120 homes, including his own. On the day of the Nepal earthquake, 
he was horrified when his home began to crumble around him. Thankfully, he and all his family escaped be-
fore the house completely collapsed.  The loss of his home was devastating. He despaired when he learned 
that many of the houses he had built had also not been strong enough to withstand the earthquake.

When ADRA approached him with an opportunity to better his skills, he jumped at the chance. Through 
ADRA’s training, Bishnu has learned building techniques that are more earthquake resilient.  He is grateful 
that his training will help him build stronger homes. 

When a disaster like the Nepal earthquake strikes, ADRA is there to provide immediate help with food, 
shelter, clean water, and hygiene products. ADRA also works to help people become stronger in the face of 
future disasters. 

Your quick and generous response to crises saves lives and livelihoods in 
the wake of disasters.

Nepal           

• The 7.8 earthquake struck on April 15, 
2015. It lasted 90 seconds. 

• More than three million people were left 
homeless.   

• Approximately 500,000 homes were 
damaged or destroyed. 

• ADRA responded immediately with 
emergency supplies and shelter.

Earthquake        
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From Rubble to Rebuilding
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San Win knew that this was no average rain shower. Within three hours of the storm starting, flood waters 
were already at his door. He and his family managed to get all of their belongings onto the roof while they 
waited for the floodwaters to recede. From their perch, they could see that the whole village was flooded. 

When the floodwaters drained away, they left great swaths of mud. This sandy mud smothered San Win’s 
rice paddies and other crops. 

When ADRA came to his village, San Win seized the opportunity to provide for his family through a Cash for 
Work program.  Villagers were given cash in exchange for their labour in clearing the community of the mud 
and debris. ADRA’s Cash for Work programs help to preserve and enhance individual dignity by offering 
partnership and community building opportunities instead of handouts.

San Win decided to use his earnings to buy peanuts, which flourish in sandy soil. His village has been 
cleaned up since the flood, and he is back on his feet and supporting his family by way of his new peanut 
farm.

Your compassionate response to the Myanmar floods has helped families like San Win’s to recover from this 
devastating disaster. Your gifts in times of disaster move families from despair to hope and a brighter future.

Myanmar     

• Torrential rains began in July 2015 and con-
tinued until September.  

• The flooding affected one million people. 

• The floods inundated over one million acres 
of farmland, which is the source of both food 
and livelihood for many. 

• ADRA’s Cash for Work program has helped 
and continues to help locals recover their 
homes and villages while also earning an 
income for their families.

Flood        
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From Mud to Peanuts
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In 2015, the number of people forced to flee their homes reached a record high of over 60 million. Wars, 
conflicts, and human rights abuses drove millions of families from their homes and into the uncertain world 
of refugee life.

Amina* lived a good life in Sinjar, Iraq. When ISIS took over the town, however, her life was totally destroyed. 
When the fighting broke out, Amina and her daughter ran to a relative’s house for safety. Unfortunately, 
no place was safe during the fighting. The house in which they sheltered was struck by a missile. Amina’s 
daughter died from her injuries. 

ADRA found Amina living in Erbil, Iraq, where she had fled for her life. Her new “home” was a roughly made 
house on a construction site. In the winter, it was bitterly cold. She could not get coal or gas to heat her 
home. 

She was relieved when ADRA brought her clothes and blankets to help her through the winter. 

Your compassionately generous support enabled ADRA Canada to bring help, comfort, and 
hope to many in heartbreaking circumstances.

*Not her real name.

Refugees &          

• There are 21.3 million refugees in the 
world. (UNHCR) 

• 40.8 million people have been driven 
from their homes within their own coun-
try. 

• In 2015-2016, ADRA brought relief to 
refugees in 10 different countries.

Internally
Displaced
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Displaced but Not Forgotten
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Peru     
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In 1993, Serafine and the man who would become her husband fled the Rwandan genocide. They resettled 
in Tanzania, where the two met and married.  The couple returned to their country after some time, when 
it was safe to do so. After returning home, the government moved them from the Bugesera District, where 
they initially settled, to the Ndego District. They have now lived in Ndego for 16 years, and their lives have 
changed for the better.

Serafine, her husband, and their three children participated in an ADRA community project. Prior to the 
project, they ate only two meals a day. They often suffered from stomach aches and sickness. They were told 
they should eat more vegetables but most of the time could not afford the costly produce. Serafine ached 
with the knowledge that her children were malnourished.

But now, because of the ADRA project, Serafine and her family eat three meals a day. They learned to grow 
their own vegetables and no longer have to worry about buying expensive produce from the market. 
They’ve learned how eat a balanced diet, and the whole family’s health has greatly improved.  Best of all, 
Serafine knows that her children are no longer malnourished. 

“ADRA is an organization which is fighting to ensure children are well in their lives,” Serafine asserts.

Thanks to your faithful support, ADRA is able to empower families to provide for themselves, feed the hun-
gry, and ensure brighter futures for children. 

Rwanda           
• In rural Rwanda, where ADRA is working, 

child nutrition rates are at 40 percent, as 
compared to urban areas at 27 percent, 
according to the World Food Programme 
(WFP). 

• Stunting is an indicator of malnutrition 
and permanently affects children’s brain 
development and health. In Rwanda, the 
rate of stunting is 36.7 percent (WFP). 

• ADRA’s nutrition and agriculture projects 
are working to end malnutrition in fami-
lies and stunting in children.

Hungry No More

www.adra.ca  w 1-888-274-2372 w 20 Robert St. W. Newcastle, ON L1B 1C6 15



In August 2015, a wildfire spanning 4,400 hectares burned through southern British Columbia near West-
bridge and Rock Creek. Thirty homes were burned to the ground. Livelihoods were destroyed as the flames 
consumed logging forests, hay fields, and other crops. Firewood stockpiles, the main source of winter heat-
ing in this region, were reduced to ashes.

The Kettle Valley Seventh-day Adventist Church, with funding from ADRA Canada, responded to this Cana-
dian disaster. Volunteers from the church worked with other agencies on the ground to help clear debris, 
clean up properties as well as splitting and delivering firewood.

The emergency recovery team singled out seniors, widows, single-parent families, families with disabled 
children, and those without insurance or who were underinsured. The team’s efforts were met with intense 
gratitude. One single mother broke down in tears when the team showed up with firewood to replace the 
supply she had lost. Their care and concern restored her faith in the community.

ADRA Canada is meeting needs and restoring hope and dignity in times of disaster right here in Canada. 
This is only made possible through the time and effort of church members across the country who demon-
strate God’s love through their compassionate service.

Canada        
• ADRA Canada partners with local churches 

to respond to disasters and meet community 
needs. 

• In 2014 and 2015, ADRA Canada and local 
churches participated in 76 projects that fed 
the homeless, prepared care kits for foster 
children, distributed new mother kits for new 
single mothers, responded to natural disas-
ters, and carried out other acts of mercy.
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Helping at Home
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Revenue and Expenses 

30.7%

42%

20.5%
7.1%

www.adra.ca  w 1-888-274-2372 w 20 Robert St. W. Newcastle, ON L1B 1C6 17

REVENUE
Government Funding
$6,232,221

Funding from Other 
Organizations
$4,552,639

Private Donations
$3,047,532Administrative Funding

$1,055,927

Government Funding $6,232,221
Funding from Other Organizations         $4,552,639    
Private Donations $3,047,532
Administrative Funding $1,055,927
Investment Income and Other           $(63,158)
Total Revenue $14,825,161

EXPENSES
Programs
$13,003,205

Administration
$550,444

Fundraising
$611,821

$13,003,205
$611,821  

Programs 
Fundraising 
Administration $550,444
Total Expenses $14,165,470

4.3% 3.9%

91.8%



Statement of Financial Position    
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As of March 31
ASSETS

Current

Cash

Short Term Investments 

Accounts Receivable

Prepaid Program Expenses

Prepaid Expenses

2016

$   9,387,941

1,144,757

   104,638

   1,590,921

     32,936

2015

1,781,213

   130,131

   625,186

     16,850

Total Current Assets

Investments

Capital Assets

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS
Liabilities

Accounts Payable and Accrued Liabilities

12,261,193

   1,251,033

1,610,370

6,312,409

   821,390

1,634,044

Deferred Income      547,413      41,497

Deferred Contributions 7,164,302 2,009,640

Total Liabilities 7,965,855 2,270,793

Net Assets

Unrestricted 4,296,371 3,613,006

Internally Restricted 1,250,000 1,250,000

Invested in Capital Assets 1,610,370 1,634,044

Total Net Assets 7,156,741 6,497,050

$   3,759,029

$   15,122,596

$   15,122,596

$   8,767,843

$   8,767,843

$      254,140 $      219,656
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Statement of Operations 
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Private Donations

Administrative Funding

Investment Income

Other Income

Total Unrestricted Revenue

2016

   1,055,927

   (83,090)

     19,932

2,808,307

2015

   728,880

   263,354

       16,011

2,600,721

Restricted Revenue Used
Donations from other Organizations
DFATD Contributions

Total Revenue

Humanitarian and Emergency Assistance

4,552,639

6,232,221

14,825,161

4,852,069

4,167,618

12,317,816

Emergency Management Projects
DFATD International Humanitarian Assistance
Emergency Program Management
Emergency Program Monitoring and Evaluation

Canadian Projects

2,704,499
   5,257,970

 272,416
   62,890

    8,297,775

    150,000

2,734,374
3,617,097

164,246
   47,715

     6,563,432

     142,503

Canadian Program Management       134,093       89,810

Private Donations

 340,516

   1,231,994

12,016,854

 250,169

697,408

9,717,095

REVENUE

Unrestricted Revenue

Development Programs

SUPPORT SERVICES
Management and Administration

Public Fundraising and Donor Relations

Excess of Revenue Over Expenses

    550,444

    611,821

 $       659,691

    514,825

    447,191

 $        210,921

Total Program and Support Service Expenses

  1,162,265  962,016

   12,106,895

$   1,815,538 $   1,592,476

Year Ending March 31

DFATD - Development Projects 737,146    846,980
Development Projects
Development Program Management
Development Program Monitoring and Evaluation 
Volunteer Projects
Training and Capacity Building

2,813,698
   653,819
      23,540
   136,711

-

2,920,257
471,996
   17,849

      69,470
        4,726

PROGRAM ACTIVITIES

Total Development Programs

Total Humanitarian and Emergency Assistance

Canadian Programs

Canadian Development Education

Total Canadian Program Expenses

      56,423       17,856

    4,364,914        4,331,278

19

   14,165,470



Total Program Expenses
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Partnerships and Memberships 

Canadian Foodgrains Bank (CFGB)
foodgrainsbank.ca

International Institute for Sustainable 
Development (IISD)
iisd.org

Manitoba Council for International 
Cooperation (MCIC).
mcic.ca

Hinks-Dellcrest Centre 
hincksdellcrest.org

Colin Glassco Foundation for Children 
glasscofoundation.org

University of Guelph (UoG) 
uoguelph.ca

GlobalMedic
globalmedic.ca

Salanga
salanga.org

Global Affairs Canada
international.gc.ca

Canadian Churches in Action
churchesinaction.ca

Ontario Council of International 
Cooperation (OCIC)
ocic.on.ca

Humanitarian Response Network of 
Canada (HRN)
humanitarianresponse.ca

Saskatchewan Council for International 
Cooperation (SCIC)
earthbeat.sk.ca

Canadian Council of Christian Charities 
(CCCC)
cccc.org

Partnerships  Memberships
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Board of Directors         
Pr. Dragan Stojanovic, Chair
Vice President of the Seventh-day Adventist Church in Canada

Pr. John Fournier
President of the Maritime Conference of Seventh-day Adventists

Gaileen Woytko
Marketing and Community Relations Consultant

Hether Fankhauser
Volunteer Health Coordinator, Quebec Conference 
of Seventh-day Adventists

Pr. Mark Johnson
President of the Seventh-day Adventist Church in Canada

Pr. Ken Wiebe
President of the Alberta Conference of Seventh-day Adventists

Grace Mackintosh
Legal Counsel for the Seventh-day Adventist Church in Canada

Linda Flowers
Registered Nurse, Wendigo Lake Expeditions

Pr. Ed Dunn
Coordinator of Native Ministries, 
Seventh-day Adventist Church in Canada

Pr. Brian Hawes
Retired Church Pastor

Pr. Theodore Sargeant 
Departmental Director, Ontario Conference of Seventh-day 
Adventists

Dr. Christine Hwang
Medical Doctor

Pr. Lowell Cooper
Retired World Church Administrator

Pr. Wayne Culmore
President of the British Columbia Conference of 
Seventh-day Adventists

Joyce Jones
Treasurer of the Seventh-day Adventist Church in Canada 

Pr. Ron Nelson
President of the Manitoba-Saskatchewan Conference 
of Seventh-day Adventists

Pr. Mansfield Edwards
President of the Ontario Conference of Seventh-day Adventists

Pr. Ken Corkum
President of the Seventh-day Adventist Church 
in Newfoundland and Labrador

Pr. Emile Maxi
President of the Quebec Conference of Seventh-day Adventists

Pr. Dennis Marshall
Director of Education for the 
Seventh-day Adventist Church in Canada
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